Each issue of Green Anarchy magazine contains 
extensive information on political prisoners and prisoner 
resistance from around the world. To order a copy of 
Green Anarchy, send $3 to GAMO: PO Box 11331, Eugene, 
OR 97440. 

The following is a list of books about prisoners and 
prison issues that we highly recommend: 

Assata: The Autobiography ofAssata Shakur 

- Assata Shakur 

Cages OfSteeh The Politics of Imprisonment in the United States 
- Ward Churchill and Jim Vanderwall 

Prisons & Their Moral Influence On Prisoners 
- Peter Kropotkin 

Prison Memoirs Of An Anarchist 
- Alexander Berkman 

Lockdown USA 
- Christian Parenti 

The Prison Writings Of Bobby Sands 

- Bobby Sands 







ATTACKING PRISONS AT THE POINT OF 
PRODUCTION: A BRIEF LOOK AT 
MILITANT ACTIONS AGAINST THE 
PRISON-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 



The 

prisoners of 

democracy are 

not only 

contesting the 

prison policies 

of one 

government, 
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challenging 

the principle 

of detention 

itself/ 
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ATTACKING PRISONS AT THE POINT OF 
PRODUCTION: A BRIEF LOOK AT MILITANT 
ACTIONS AGAINST THE PRISON- 
INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 

Companions, let's destroy all the prisons, 
those walls which lock away our desires ' 
That money may burn in the fire of passion, 
Let's change everything so that we exchange nothing. 
—Raoul Vaneigem 

It's no big secret that anarchism long ago declared itself to be at war with society's 
prisons. Not just with the brick and steel bastilles, but with all the instruments - 
physical, psychological and emotional - that serve to demoralize and imprison peoples 
bodies and minds. Despite this uncompromising historical stand, however, most 
practicing (active) anarchists have managed to suppress any ideas they might be 
entertaining as to how to proceed now with this most basic task of our revolution. The 
classical anarchist writers, from Kropotkin to Berkman, relentlessly exposed the role 
of prisons in terrorizing the poor and disenfranchised in a class-plagued, authoritarian 
society. And modern anarchist theorists have cooked up a feast of alternative recipes 
for dealing with "crime and criminals" - everything from village street patrols to self- 
managed "therapeutic heating centers" for anti-social offenders. 

But in the absence of some concrete and practical notions on how to destroy the walls 
that are currently in place - notions that are uniquely anarchist - there is little to 
distinguish these streams from most others in the vast tide of Utopian rumblings. After 
all, any authoritarian Marxist can provide an overview of why prisons in a capitalist 
society are oppressive. And any liberal social worker is bound to jump at the 
opportunity of helping "criminals" rehabilitate themselves in more humane 
surroundings. But prisons - the States main instrument of social control - won't 
disappear until the entire decadent carcass of authoritarian society is swept away. 

So anarchists, if they are to transform the anti-prison movement into part of the larger 
revolutionary process, need to start hammering away at the prisons themselves. Every 
prison in existence needs to be destroyed, on principle, and in preparation for Day One 
Of the social revolution, when, as they say, the prison gates will fly open and the 
dragon will fly out. The purpose of this pamphlet is to take a brief, but detailed look at 
individuals and groups who have targeted the prison-industrial complex at the point of 
production, in the hopes of giving contemporary anarchists some ideas about how we 
could potentially be lending a lot more support to our sisters and brothers behind bars. 



A thing that every working class fighter or revolutionary has to know is that the 'class 
justice' has only the name of justice, but is not justice at all. with the dice being loaded 
from the start. The cards are tricked, and the revolutionary facing the 'class justice' of the 
capitalist system has not a chance in a million of being found not guilty by the court, or 
even of receiving a lighter sentence. It's not even necessary to pay for lawyers because 
they could never defend us as well as we could by ourselves because we have the faith 
in our fiaht. and nobody can explain that better than ourselves, radio ni IMOMT 



champagne, offering him his congratulations on 
having "won this round". 

Mesrine knew he was either facing the guillotine 
or life In prison. He was sent back to La Sante 
where he tried unsuccessfully to get himself sent 
to court quickly in order to escape from the 
courthouse. Instead he ended up awaiting trial in 
jail for the whole of 1974 and 1975. 

From inside La Sante in Paris, Mesrine was 
secretly communicating with his old accomplice 
Jean-Paul Mercier. back in the Saint Vincent de 
Paul prison near Montreal, figuring out plans for 
him to escape jail, rob banks, get a load of money, 
come to France and spring Mesrine from jail. 
Mercier and 4 others escaped again from Saint v 
Vincent de Paul on 22nd October 1974 but Mercier 
was killed in a shoot out with the police while 
robbing a bank in Montreal a mere eight days after 
the escape. 

While awaiting trial in jail, as well as frequently 
writing to the press protesting over prison 

conditions and giving an extensive interview to 
Paris Match, Mesrine also wrote a wildly 
exaggerated autobiography called L 'Instinct de 
Mart (77w Killing Instinct) in which he boasted of 
large numbers of murders he had never committed. 
The book was smuggled out of prison and 
published three months before his case finally 
came to trial In May 1977. After a typically show- 
stopping and totally unrepentant performance in 
court he was eventually sentenced to what under 
the circumstances must be regarded as a very 
lenient 20 year stretch. 

In the letters he wrote to friends from prison 
Mesrine talked openly of escaping. So the prison 
authorities at La Sante, already the highest 
security prison in France, built a special new 
maximum security wing to put him in. And then on 
3rd May 1978. the governor of the prison received 
a call on his direct line, tipping him off that 
Mesrine was going to try and escape In two days' 
time on the 5th of May. No one took it very 
seriously. And indeed Mesrine did not escape on 
the 5th: It was raining on the 5th of May so the 
escape was postponed until the 8th... 

After intensive study of the architecture and 
functioning of the prison and meticulous planning. 
Mesrine perfected his escape from La Sante^At 
10.00am on the 8th May. Mesrine and two other 
prisoners escaped by using a secret cache of 
weapons that had been smuggled into the prison 
for them by a corrupt prison warder. They held up 
their guards, stealing their uniforms and locking 
them in the cells. Then they accosted a group of 
workmen fixing new bars on the windows of the 
cells and ordered them to move their ladder to the 
outside wall of the prison. Using a rope and 
grappling iron that had also been smuggled In for 
them, the escapees climbed over the wall and let 



themselves down the other side, stopping a 
passing car to make their getaway. By 10.25am 
Mesrine and his accomplice Frangois Besse had 
become the first two men ever to escape from La 
Sante. 

A mere eight days after the escape Mesrine and 
Besse got back to work, robbing a Paris gunsmiths 
for weaponry in broad daylight. As usual Mesrine 
had refused to run away and had simply stayed in 
Paris. Ten days later the pair robbed a casino. 

Mesrine planned a series of revenge 
kidnappings: first he kidnapped a bank employee 
who had given evidence against him at his trial and 
forced him to open the bank vaults for him; then, 
in a one man campaign against maximum security 
prisons, he attempted to kidnap the judge who had 
sentenced him to 20 years, demanding that M. 
Petit would only be released if all top security 
wings in French prisons were closed. He said that 
unless they were closed he would begin to 
assassinate magistrates. The kidnapping of the 
judge went wrong but Mesrine managed to escape 
by running downstairs straight past the cops 
coming to get him and shouting "Quick! Mesrine's 
up there!" as he sped past them. As they all raced 
in the other direction he made good his escape. 
The one cop who did recognise him he disarmed 
and handcuffed to a drainpipe. This lonely plod 
was only discovered later by his colleagues when 
they had unsurprisingly failed to find Mesrine 
upstairs. 

After another kidnapping of a wealthy banker 
and industrialist, Mesrine began planning a series 
of even more high profile kidnappings of major 
political and media figures. It was while he was 
engaged in this task that the police he had 
outsmarted for so long finally caught up with him. 
This time they weren't going to have him escaping 
again. On 2nd November 1979, as he was waiting 
at some traffic lights, his car was ambushed and 
surrounded by armed police. Mesrine was shot 
over 20 times in an execution-style killing. He had 
become an embarrassment to the French 
government at the highest level— French President 
Giscard d'Estaing had told the responsible minister 
only days earlier, "we really have to finish Mesrine 
off."* 

Source: Mesrine— The Life and Death of a 
Super crook by Carey Schofleld (Penguin, 1980) 

And Now... Jacques Mesrine the video! 90 mln 
colour video In French. For a copy send £7.50 
Including postage (cheques payable to 'Chronos 
Publications') to: BM Chronos, London WC1N 
3XX, UK. 
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On the 17th August 1969. Mesrine and his 
girlfriend Jeanne Schneider both escaped from 
Perce prison in Quebec. Canada. They were ins.de 
for attempting to kidnap Canadian grocery and 
textile millionaire Georges Deslauriers after he 
sacked them both as domestic servants. 

Mesrine knew he had to escape from this little 
local prison before he was transferred to a bigger 
one He ripped the handle off an aluminium mug 
and sharpened it by rubbing it against the cement 
wall of his cell. Using this as a weapon he 
captured a prison warder, stealing his keys and 
locking him in the cell. Jeanne had done the same 
thing with the warder of the women^s w.ng. and 
stopping only to raid the kitchens and fill a bag 
with food, they fled into the woods surrounding the 

prison. 

He was quickly recaptured by the Canadian 
authorities and sentenced to a total of eleven 
years in the -escape-proof maximum security wing 
of the Saint Vincent de Paul prison in Laval, 
outside Montreal. The prison was brand new and 
supposed to be the most secure prison in the 
country. But on the 21st August 1972. Mesrine led 
five others in an escape. 

The plan was outrageously simple. While having 
their morning exercise in the prison yard, they used 
a pair of pliers stolen from the metal workshop to 
cut through the three fences surrounding the 
exercise yard, crawling along the ground between 
each of the fences. The escapees then stopped 
two motorists on the nearest highway, 
commandeering their cars and then later dumping 

them. 

However, feeling that it was unfair that he 
should be free while others remained incarcerated, 
Mesrine decided to return to the prison and free 
the remaining 56 prisoners in the maximum 
security wing. He immediately started robbing 
banks to raise the money he would need for the 
escape plan and a mere two weeks after he had 
escaped he returned to break out the others. 

Along with some friends, he had rented several 
flats in Montreal under false names, stocking them 
with enough food for several men to be able to 
hide there. He had also got enough guns for there 
to be one weapon between every two escapees. At 
2.30 in the afternoon on the 3rd September, 
Mesrine and his friend Jean-Paul Mercier drove up 
to the prison armed with sawn-off shotguns. They 
planned to throw pairs of wire-cutting shears and 
the guns over two wire fences into the exercise 
yard. They also had another two get-away cars with 
drivers parked at intervals up the road. 

The escape attempt never worked out. As they 
drove up to the prison they discovered that since 
their escape two weeks earlier security had been 
tightened and there were now cops and armed 
prison guards everywhere. After a shoot-out with 
the cops and prison guards Mesrine and Mercier 



had to make a swift getaway and abandon their 

break-out plan. 

Back in France in 1973. living on the run 
Mesrine was aware that eventually he would be 
caught, so he arranged his escape f«m.pnsonin 
advance. He knew when he was captured he would 
be tried first at the Palais de Justice in Comp.egne. 
on the outskirts of Paris. So he explored the 
building and drove around the surrounding area 
drawing a map. He arranged an escape plan w. h 
his friends, showing them where to park the get _ 
away car and demonstrating the quickest route out 
of town. He also took them into the Palais t de 
justice and showed them where guns could be 

h ' d On n the 8th March 1973 Mesrine was eventually 
caught by the French police. As he was being 
driven to prison in an armoured van. he turned to 
one of the cops escorting him and said: What do 
you bet me I'll be out in three months? The cop 
smiled; he knew Mesrine was being taken to the 
highest security jail in France-the La Sante in 
Paris, from which no one had ever escaped. 

On the 6th June. Mesrine was taken for trial at 
the Palais de Justice in Compiegne. All day he had 
been complaining of dysentery and demanding to go 
to the lavatory at regular intervals. While being 
transferred from one vehicle to another, he saw his 
accomplice who threw his cigarette to the ground: 
the agreed signal that everything was ready to go 
ahead as planned. At the court house he again 
demanded to go to the toilet. When there was no 
paper in the toilets for the use of defendants he was 
allowed to use the lawyers' lavatories. Which of 
course was where the gun was hidden behind a 
cistern. Stuffing the gun under his belt, he returned 
to the trial. As he went up before the bench to 
answer the charges made against him. he sprang 
forwards and grabbed the judge, holding him at 
gunpoint and then using him as a human shield to 
manoeuvre his way out of the court. He then ran 
through a hail of gunfire for the get-away car that 
was waiting and sped off along minor roads by his 
pre-arranged get-away route. Twenty miles away they 
stole a new car and dumped the old one, making for 
a pre-arranged hide-out where Mesrine cracked open 
a bottle of champagne to celebrate: he had kept his 
promise and escaped within three months. 

On the 28th September the police had him 
again; an accomplice arrested during a bank 
robbery had grassed him up to reduce his own 
sentence. Although his re-capture was a disaster 
for Mesrine, he typically made the best of a bad 
job by negotiating with the cops sent to arrest him 
and using the time this bought to burn all his 
papers, arrange his arsenal of guns and 
ammunition neatly on the bed. wash, dress, shave 
and tidy his flat, so that when he finally flung open 
the door, immaculately dressed and puffing on a 
big cigar, he was able to welcome his arch-enemy 
Commissaire Broussard with a glass of 



± 



If we sack the banks, it's because we have 
recognized money as the central cause of all our 
unhappiness . If we smash the windows it' s not 
because life is dear, but because commodities 
prevent us from living at all costs. If we break 
the machines it is not because of a wish to protect 
work, but to attack the slavery of salary. If we 
attack the police bastards it' s not to get them out 
of our neighborhoods, but to get them out of our 
lives . 

The Spectacle wished to make us appear dreadful. 
We intend to be much worse. 

— Os Cangaceiros, Paris May 1980 

Os Cangaceiros was a group of working class anarchists who 
emerged from the background of the May 1968 revolution in 
France, a rebellion fired by the alienation inherent in modern 
conditions and progress and the reduction of human life to a 
function of a vicious production process. Coming together in 
Nice, France, Os Cangaceiros - or the "Gravediggers" (of the old 
world) , as they were alternatively known — were characteristic of 
all the new antagonistic social movements that began their 
present phase of struggle • in the wave of riots and occupations 
of May 1968 and that demanded nothing less than the End Of 
Politics . Described in the newspapers of the time as "hooligans" 
and "juvenile delinquents", they had no formal structure but 
formed a collective of individual desires which found expression 
together. Their only program being "Never Work, Ever", they set 
about creating the circumstances which would make this 
immediately possible. To this end they collectivized their 
resources and their talents for crime which sat easily with 
their desire for adventure. 

They moved throughout the south of France making friends and 
initiating actions autonomously, most often against the police, 
union bureaucracy, politicians and social managers of every 
sort. They lived nomadically and sought to identify those places 
where dissatisfaction was reaching a peak and to pass through 
there to exacerbate it within the limits of their resources. 
Particularly they highlighted the role played by liberals, 
social democrats and leftists to manipulate or recuperate those 
in revolt to their own ends, taking the struggles determination 
out of the hands of a generalized radicality that had its own 
dynamic. 



"Let's stress once and for all that we, Os 
Cangaceiros, don't come from leftism: there isn't a 
single ex-leftist among us. And none of us has ever 
been mixed up with any kind of political racket in 
any way. We have only one form of relation with 
political groups and organizations: war. They're 
all our enemies, there's no exception." 
- Os Cangaceiros, 1985 
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In the late 1970' s they traveled extensively in Italy where 
Autonomia was reaching its first peak and the revolutionary 
movement spun the factories and youth out of the control of the 
Communist Party and the Unions. There they came across 
Comontismo who called for "Criminal Struggle Against Capital" 
and witnessed firsthand the violent assault against the State by 
the Italian uncontrollables . As their methods of operation led 
them frequently into illegality and sometimes jail, they 
understood the significance of this and would turn their 
attention later more tangibly on the system of crime and 
punishment . 

"Lets not give free rein to our jailers, strike the 
tigers heart every day, in every way, according to 
our differences, against the sadness and solitude 
of cells of confinement" --Os Cangaceiros 

Throughout the 1980s, Os Cangaceiros followed trouble across the 
country and continent, spreading subversion and forming networks 
of support in Paris, Lyon, Belgium, Poland, Brixton and Toxteth. 
The attraction drawing them to these places varied; in Lyon it 
was the thrill of joyriding and its twin hobby of ambushing 
pursuing police cars by a crowd waiting with stones. In Poland 
it was the wildcat strikes and occupations against the communist 
government. In Brixton and Toxteth it was the explosion of the 
inner city youth against boredom and police repression. . In each 
place they would carry out their own actions as a contribution 
to the struggle without attempting to manipulate the local 
participants in any way. In their journal at the time, which was 
not a political paper but a summary of their activities and 
reflections upon it, they dwelt on such questions as the need 
for invisibility ( and the consequent rejection of the political 
milieu which positively invites police attention for its own 
vanity) and strategies for undermining the old world of 
capitalism and its novelties and lies.. In 1984, Os Cangaceiros 
went to England to throw their stones with the miners and stayed 
their for a year in several Yorkshire towns; this was to be the 
last stand of the traditional working class movement in Britain, 
the country last to follow the European model. After this, they 
returned to Paris ( with several miners they had become friends 
with) and began to squat houses. 

While other squatters attempted to use conservationist and 
architectural arguments to justify the occupation of abandoned, 
disintegrating buildings, Os Cangaceiros decided to seize the 

best buildings they could find they saw squatting as a direct 

expropriation of the material luxury we are all entitled to, as 
each of us is tantalized lifelong by the illusion of material 
wealth and they wished to realize and exhaust the lie. To this 
end, they moved into a newly constructed apartment block and 
drove out the yuppie inhabitants who complained. The seized 
building was then fortified against police attack and they set 
about creating a no-go zone for the police in their district. 
When the police finally arrived to evict them, it took them 
three hours to get through the steel plating on the door, during 
which time their network of supporters were alerted by phone and 
counterattacked the police from behind. 

In the late 1980s, Os Cangaceiros entered a new trajectory and 
began to direct their efforts against the Prison -Industrial 
Complex. In the following three years they carried out multiple 
acts of sabotage against prison construction sites, stole the 
architectural plans for new prisons, beat up some of the 
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England: New Prison Site 
Under Construction Trashed By Pixies 

Ashford, England: During the night a group 
of "Pixies" visited a prison construction site in 
Surrey which has been earmarked for a new, privately 
run women's' prison. With little planning, the 
"Pixies" descended on the site compound and 
well and truly trashed two lorries and a number 
of diggers, leaving behind the spray-painted 
message: "No Prison State." The Pixies said "It 
was fun and easy, give it a go." 



The Indomitable Gaul! 

The daring and audacious publicity- World - 9 Greate9t Prlson Escapes No 1: Jacques Mesr(ne 

hungry bank robber and kidnapper '$$& 

Jacques Mesrine has to be one of the 

all-time greatest prison escapees. In 

the 60s and 70s he became a folk hero 

In his native France, known as 'the 

Robin Hood of the Paris streets' for his 

daredevil raids and for the inability of 

the entire French police force to catch 

or hold on to him. He kidnapped and 

robbed the rich and powerful and even 

gave away some of the wealth he stole 

to the homeless. 

Mesrine was good looking and charming, with a 
string of glamorous girlfriends. He was always 
gentlemanly, courteous and kind, even to those he 
was robbing or kidnapping. He liked high living, 
good food and wine, the best restaurants and the 
best clothes— often robbing banks dressed in the 
latest fashions. He enjoyed risk and danger but 
combined this with a passion for meticulous 
planning and military precision. He was a master 
of disguise, often wearing two or three wigs on top 
of one another for swift changes of appearance. 
Mesrine was constantly protesting over prison 
conditions and exploiting his notoriety to highlight 
the issue. And he put this personal hatred of 
incarceration into practice by escaping from prison 
in both France and Canada no less than four 
times, including both the highest security prisons 
in Franrp and Canada. 
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